
Report cards: ‘A day of both love and serious examination’ 

 

By Ellen G. Krenke 
     During this year’s spring cleaning, the staff found two boxes filled with report cards 
from St. Bernard School in the basement of the parish office.  
     Barb Harrington, our administrative assistant, pulled out one report card with a fa-
miliar name: Bauman. 
     It belonged to June Bauman, the sister of Joy Bauman, our director of music. 
     “I was very surprised to see them!” said Joy. “Just seeing the names of the teachers 
on the report cards brought back a lot of memories. And I went through the box and 
found the rest of my siblings report cards as well – haven’t shared them with them yet, 
though!”  
     According to the memoirs of Msgr. Ferdinand A. Mack, the first full-time pastor 
here at St. Bernard, report card day was “a great day.”  
     Maybe for him.  
     For the students, not so much. 
     “According to what I have heard from students since (now adults with children and 
grandchildren of their own) there was much trembling as the youngsters came up to me 
for their report card,” Mack wrote. “Even to this day, in visiting with some of those 
students, they will make reference to ‘report card day’ – a day of both love and serious 
examination.  
     “At Pio Nono High School in Milwaukee, when report card day came, I was called 
‘the constable’ but they also knew that it was with real love in my heart when it was 
necessary to scold.” 
     Mack didn’t get to do all the scolding. The sisters teaching at the school also put the 
“Comments” section of the report card to good use. 
     “Could do better” was the suggestion for one student with straight Ds in the first 
semester.  
     “Will find fourth grade hard” was the comment for a struggling third grader. 
     Here are a few other gems: 

 “He is too anxious to leave school at 3:20 to do anything but school work.” 

 “Doesn’t take an active part in class, but has the confidence of being accepted be-
cause of his success in sports” was the admonishment for the class jock.  

 “Very likeable – likes to get out of work.”  

 “Good student – wants to become a priest.” 

 “Very, very, very, very slow.”  

 “Concentration is in short spurts.”  

 “He is a puzzle to me; seems to be intelligent, but is about the poorest reader I have 
ever sent to second grade.” 

     Grades weren’t the only area noted for improvement. Discipline and attitude were 
also commented on by the sisters. 

 “I hope over the summer, Pat will settle down. When together with Ed, we have 
real problems!” 

 “She tends to be bossy.”  

 “Good – somewhat of a show-off!” 

 “Has a good voice and used it very well.” 

 “He is a pleasant person, but a constant day-dreamer.” 

 “Good – a bit scatterbrained!” 

 “Impertinent and sassy – a certain clique joiner.” 

 “Talk – talk – talk!” 
     They also included some helpful suggestions for the students: 

 “Very short. Needs a front desk” was written for one vertically challenged fourth 
grader.   

 “Excellent student. Completes all work. Capable of doing extra work.” 

 “Needs to improve attitude toward physical education.”  
     Tom Theis, our maintenance supervisor who attended St. Bernard School, said he 
doesn’t remember getting his report card from Mack on report card day.  
     “We were just happy to be moving on to the next grade!” 


